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360. Mr C F B Smit (Limpopo: DA) to ask the Minister of Cooperative
Governance and Traditional Affairs:

(a) Why is Municipal Infrastructure Support Agent (MISA) performing the work of
supporting local municipalities on behalf of the district municipalities that are
responsible for providing technical support and expertise and (b) why is MISA not
equipped to capacitate district and metropolitan municipalities to be able to fulfil their
responsibilities? CW462E

REPLY:

a) The Municipal Infrastructure Support Agent (MISA) is providing technical support to
all categories of municipalities, not only to local municipalities, in accordance with
section 154 (1) of the Constitution that provides “that the national government and
provincial governments, by legislative and other measures, must support and
strengthen the capacity of municipalities to manage their own affairs, to exercise
their powers and to perform their functions.”

MISA’s functions, outlined in the Government Notice No. R. 469 published in
Government Gazette No. 36634 on 3 July 2013, are as follows:

e To support municipalities to conduct effective infrastructure planning to
achieve sustainable service delivery.

e To support and assist municipalities with the implementation of infrastructure
projects as determined by the municipal Integrated Development Plans
(IDPs).



b)

e To support and assist municipalities with the operation and maintenance of
municipal infrastructure.

e To build the capacity of municipalities to undertake effective planning,
delivery, operations, and maintenance of municipal infrastructure; and

¢ Any functions that may be deemed ancillary to those listed above.

MISA is equipped to capacitate all municipalities including district and metropolitan
municipalities to be able to fulfil their responsibilities. The responsibility to support
and strengthen the capacity of municipalities to perform their functions, is however
not only for MISA, but for whole of national government and the provincial

governments as provided for under section 154 (1) of the Constitution.

MISA has to-date deployed 103 built environment professionals of which 86 are
professionally registered with statutory bodies such as the Engineering Council of
South Africa (ECSA) and the South African Council for Planners (SACPLAN). Due
to its limited budget, MISA prioritises provision of technical support to low and
medium capacity municipalities that are dysfunctional. MISA provides technical

support to high-capacity municipalities on an ad hoc basis as, when needed.

End.



