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1. Executive Summary 
 

The City of Johannesburg is a Category A Metropolitan Municipality 

which is one if the three Metros of the Gauteng Province and the 8 in 

South Africa. Johannesburg is the most advanced commercial city in 

Africa and the engine room of the South African and regional 

economy. It is a city with a unique, African character, world-class 

infrastructure in the fields of telecommunications, transportation, 

water and power, and with globally competitive health care and 

educational facilities. However, the city is also one of contrasts ï 

home to both wealthy and poor, residents and refugees, global 

corporations, and emerging enterprises. 

 

Johannesburg is South Africaôs largest metropolitan municipality in terms of 

population, size and economy. The city contributed around 14.9% of national Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) in 2018.1 The city also provides the highest number of jobs 

compared to other cities in the Province i.e. 2.13 million people or 41.88% of the total 

employment in Gauteng Province is employed within the Metro.2 The City, has for 

much of its history been a magnet for entrepreneurs and work seekers. However, over 

the past couple of years, growth in crucial job creating industries such as 

manufacturing and mining has declined significantly. This, compounded with the low 

economic growth contributed to the high rate of unemployment. This requires the City 

to pursue inter alia extensive investment in old and new infrastructure to support 

economic growth and create jobs. 

 

In order to consolidate Johannesburgôs position as Africaôs financial and technological 

nerve centre and pre-eminent hub for innovation, research and development, the 

various spheres of government and private sector have partnered with the City to 

embark on significant developments taking place in Rosebank, Sandton, Midrand and 

Fourways. The inner-city regeneration has just started and will get a major boost with 

the release of more derelict building and the reconstruction of the Provincial 

Government Precinct. New private sector-led developments current being planned in 

the North (Lanseria Airport City) and South (Masingita, Afribizz, etc.). The City has also 

prioritized the revitalisation of townships. Together with the private sector, the City is 

looking at unlocking more than R150billion of private investments in Johannesburg 

over a ten-year period.  

 
1 IHS Markit, 2019 
2 Ibid 
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2. Introduction: Brief Overview 
2.1 Location 

The City of Johannesburg Metropolitan Municipality is the largest 

metropolitan areas in South Africa. It is a vibrant and culturally rich 

city, located at the centre of South Africaôs economic heartland: 

Gauteng province. The municipality shares boundaries with 2 other 

metropolitan municipalities, to its north the City of Tshwane and to its 

east the City of Ekurhuleni. To its west it shares boundaries with 

Mogale City and other parts of the Westrand District Municipality.  

To its South is Emfuleni and Midvaal Local Municipalities, which form 

part of the Sedibeng District Municipality. 

 

 

 

In extent the municipality covers 1644 square kilometers with boundaries extending 

from Orange farm in the south to Midrand in the north and from Witpoortjie/Roodepoort 

in the west to Modderfontein/Bruma in the east. The Johannesburg area has a well-

developed highway and rail system that carries thousands of commuters between the 

city and its suburbs every day. The major north-south route, N1, becomes M1 when it 
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reaches the metropolitan area, while N1 becomes part of an urban highway (the 

Eastern and Western Bypass) ringing the city. Also leading north out of the city, R28 

joins N1 leading to Pretoria and beyond. A number of highways radiate outward from 

Johannesburg to the east, south, and west, including N12 and N17 (east), N3, R26, 

N1 and R29 (both leading to Soweto from the south), and N14 to the west. 

 

2.2 Historical Perspective 

Johannesburg ñthe city of goldò has seen waves of different peoples occupying the 

area these include the stone age ancestors dating back 500 000 years; the Khoi and 

San from 1 000 years ago; 500-year-old Iron Age furnaces belonging to Tswana 

people, and Boer farmhouses dating from the 1860s. But the city really started in 1886 

when gold was discovered by Australian gold prospector George Harrison.  

 

The City has been site to landmark happenings and events. It is the site of South 

Africaôs oldest township, Alexandra. It also has the largest township in Southern Africa, 

the South Western Townships (SOWETO), which was formed as labour reservoir for 

the Gold Reef. This township is also the place where the Freedom Charter was drafted, 

as an aspirational guiding document which inspired South Africaôs liberation struggle 

and Constitution. 

 

The city also holds the most wealth on the African Continent at $248 billion, it is the 

financial capital for the continent hosting the Johannesburg Stock Exchange, the 

largest stock exchange on the continent and the 16th biggest in the world. 

Johannesburg generates 16.5% of the country's wealth and employs 12% of the 

national workforce. More than 70% of South African companies have their 

headquarters within the City of Johannesburg. It also ranked 8th (behind Durban) as 

the city with most trees with over 23,6% of it being covered by trees, it is the city with 

the most Jacaranda trees surpassing the 70 000 Jacarandas hosted by its neighbour 

The City of Tshwane City which is nicknamed after the tree which is native to South 

America. 

 

SOWETO IS THE PLACE WHERE THE FREEDOM 
CHARTER WAS DRAFTED, AS AN 

ASPIRATIONAL GUIDING DOCUMENT WHICH 
INSPIRED SOUTH AFRICAôS LIBERATION 

STRUGGLE AND CONSTITUTION. 
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2.3 Spatial Status 

To serve its citizens more effectively, the City has instituted a system of urban 

management that operates at a regional scale. The City is divided up into seven 

regions as depicted on the map below. In general the northern regions carry more 

wealth than the Southern Regions which areas were previously designed as labour 

sending areas. 

 

 

Region A: is the northern smallholdings area which has the growing residential area 

of Midrand which is a link to the capital city of Tshwane, with wharehousing and 

telecoms companies, it is a also a packing and logistics hub for the the cityôs distribution 

network. The region also houses the fairly newly established and poor townships of 

Diepslot and Ivory Park. In 1996 this region contributed 10% to the economy of 

Johannesburg in 2018 it contributed 12%. 


